Meeting. This periodic gathering brings together chemists, pharmacologists and physicians interested in the medicinal use of these two precious metals. The participants were drawn from 8 countries and three continents. This meeting, because it is small and interdisciplinary, provides an intense interchange of ideas during the formal sessions, and perhaps more importantly, informal discussions surrounding the formal sessions. Silver is used widely as an anti-bacterial agent for treating wounds and burns in the form of silver sulfadiazene and silver treated mesh cloth, and as the metal itself in prostheses and through electrochemical activation.
The Conference was dedicated to the late Prof. Colin J. Lock of McMaster University. A participant in the first three Au/Ag Conferences held in Washington D.C., USA (1987) , Manchester, UK (1990) , and Milwaukee, USA (1994) , Colin Despite these differences in their applications, this fourth conference exhibited, for perhaps the first time, extensive overlap between the gold and silver presentations. A number of the more inorganic talks compared the structures and reactivity of silver complexes to their gold analogues. In addition, NMR characterization of silver-bearing proteins and circular dichroism studies of Cu, Ag and Au bound to metallothioneins, bridged the worlds of silver and gold biochemistry. Finally, impressive contributions to the biology of silver were covered in presentations on the newly discovered array of genes conferring silver resistance in bacteria and on medical value of silver-treated fabrics for wound dressings.
Finally, on behalf of all the participants, wish to thank the Gold Institute and the Silver Institute, both of Washington, D.C., who generously provided the financial support that made the conference possible. We all look forward to the fifth gathering, which will be convened at a time and place to be decided in the near future. 
